
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. purchase fabric for tying blankets as part of our up-
coming “God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday” this fall.  
We are grateful for each of the Thrivent members who 
have stepped forward and have applied for these 
grants.  We are looking for more ideas.  If you have an 
idea – please notify the church office.   
 
Dollar for Dollar 
A few years ago, our congregation raised funds to pur-
chase an AED for our main building.   We are grateful 
that we have not had to use this machine, but we are 
thankful that we have it in place just in case there 
would be a need.   In such a case, minutes (even sec-
onds) are the difference between life and death.   
However, the fact remains that we have TWO build-
ings – and often individuals are using our CYF Building 
when our main building is not open.  And even if it 
was, the time it would take to run over and get the 
AED unit from our main building and bring it over to 
the CYF Building might be too long.   Therefore the 
Memorial Committee is sponsoring a fundraiser during 
the month of September to raise funds to purchase an 
AED unit for our CYF Building.  The cost of such a unit 
is about $1900.   For every dollar donated to this 
cause, the Memorial Committee will donate a matching 
dollar.   So, if we can raise $950 dollars, the Memorial 
Committee will cover the remaining $950. 
 
You may wonder – why doesn’t the Memorial Commit-
tee just purchase another AED outright?   It’s because 
we want to make the congregation AWARE of the 
need for an AED unit in our CYF Building.  We want to 
INFORM the congregation of the location of our cur-
rent AED unit, and that – with your help – another AED 
unit will be available in our CYF Building.   And we 
want people to KNOW that, if the need should ever 
arise, anyone can operate one of these units – the unit 
itself will talk you through the correct procedures! 
 
So, I encourage you, for the sake of the children and 
adults who use the CYF Building, to consider a special 
gift to this fund during the month of September.   Just 
indicate on your check (AED Fund).  Or, if you give 
online – indicate the same.   Together, we can make 
this happen and make BOTH our buildings safer! 

In Christ, 
 
Pastor Dave 

September 2015 

Good News! 
The Good 

News!  

is also 

available at  
www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday  
Our third annual, “God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday” will 
be September 13th.   Abbreviated worship services will be 
offered at 8:30am and 10:00am – and then St. John’s 
members of ALL ages are strongly encouraged to extend 
our worship by participating in one of the many opportuni-
ties that will be provided to be the hands and feet of 
Christ.  As stated on the ELCA Website:  God’s Work. 
Our Hands. Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who 
we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — 
one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neigh-
bor.  In the words of our presiding Bishop, Elizabeth 
Eaton, “God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday reminds us that 
we are church together for the sake of the world. Our 
lives have been changed by our relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ, and it’s that encounter with Jesus 
that frees us to make a difference.” 
 
This year most of our service projects will take place out 
at “True Friends” (though there will be a group here at the 
church that will be packaging and delivering cookies).   
Please check out the sign-up board in the Gathering Area 
at Church.  Carpooling will be arranged.   Please know 
that there is something for everyone to do – from brush 
clearing, to painting, to tying blankets, etc.   There’s 
something for all ages and abilities.  I hope that you will 
make every effort to join us in “making a difference” that 
day – and having fun along the way, and building new 
relationships among your brothers and sisters in Christ 
here at St. John’s.  Besides – the Viking don’t play that 
Sunday (they play Monday night that week) – so there’s 
really no excuses  - unless you are a Packer fan – ‘cause 
they play that day.                 
 
Attention: Fall Worship Schedule  
We will move back to our Fall Worship Schedule on Sun-
day, September 20th (Rally Sunday).  Our worship ser-
vices will be at 8:15am and 10:30am, with Sunday school 
and J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together) from 9:30 to 
10:15am.   Please share the Word! 
 
Thrivent Action Teams 
We are so pleased to have already received Thrivent Ac-
tion Grants to assist us with our involvement in the An-
nandale Chamber Chili Cook-off, to support our Fourth of 
July Firecracker 5K Walk/Run and the Taco Booth, and 
to support our annual Septuafest and Vacation Bible 
School.   We also received a grant to provide the funds to 
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From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 
As I was strolling at one of my favorite spots, the Farmers Market, one Saturday morning, celebrating the 
goodness of God in the fruit of the earth, my good pleasure was interrupted by a call from the Fraud Division 
of my local bank.  After determining that I indeed was the world renowned Thomas Heyd, they asked about 
my significant purchases the night before in Famagusta Cyprus.  Ah, but I have not been in Cypress since 
1973 I told them.   Someone stole my identity and credit card number and attempted to purchase a rather 
large new wardrobe.   I was a disappointed soul! 
When I listen to some of the campaigners for the highest office of the land, all of whom claim Judean/
Christian roots, I sometimes wonder if someone has hijacked their Christian identity.   I simply do not see a 
reflection of Judeo/Christian principles in some elements of their platforms.   
I was trolling Facebook last week, and a good friend of mine, one who breathes different political air than I do, 
posted something that seemed offensive.   I respect and enjoy the fact that this friend is not of the same politi-
cal persuasion that I am.  It makes for interesting discussions.  But his posting on Facebook was more than a 
reflection of passion for his political party.  It was downright slander and innuendo of another candidate.  The 
commandment about not bearing false witness against our neighbor has not been repealed.  Perhaps some-
one stole his Christian identity.   
Our Christian identity is as important as our bank account.  Are we authentic in our witness?  Do we support 
those ministries that are important to us?  There are so many areas where we can stand up for what we stand 
for!  May God bless you as you let Christian "you" shine through.  
 
Pr. Tom 
INDNJC 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS SEPTEMBER 20TH:  Please note - on Rally Sunday - September 20th 
- worship service times will change to 8:15am and 10:30am.  Thank you! 

PRECIOUS GIFTS IS LAUNCHING A NEW 

FUNDRAISER:  Beginning Sept. 2nd 
through Oct 20th. When you order from 

Schwan's on line PG will get a percentage of the 
sales. It's easy and their ice cream is the best in my 
book! Order on line under Precious Gifts preschool. 
Directions to order: www.schwans.com,  click 
schwans-cares, click on fundraiser, click precious 
gifts preschool and follow directions to log on. 
Schwan's will deliver  your order to your home! 
If the truck already stops by your house tell your rep-
resentative you'd like to order under the fundraiser 
for precious gifts preschool. 
Every order is important , no matter how small. 
Preschool starts Sept 9 and we have 13 students 
registered.  We have many activities and faith build-
ing fun planned.  We look forward to an outstanding 
year! 
Our sincere thanks for supporting this important mis-
sion of St. Johns!  Your prayers are making a differ-
ence. 
Upcoming: 
Sun. Nov 15th:  Spaghetti Dinner 11:30am-2:00pm 
Thurs. Dec 17th:  Christmas Celebration Program by 
Precious Gifts Preschool 

CALLING ALL LADIES!:  The Crow River Conference 
“Fall Gathering” will be held at Stockholm Lutheran 
Church in Cokato, MN on Saturday, September 26, 
2015—sign in at 8:00am, catered brunch at 8:30am. 
 
 Guest Speaker Marge Lundeen-”Praying Outside the 
Lines”: Many grownups are admitting that they love to 

color in old-fashioned coloring books. It’s a way to  
relieve stress, express oneself, and socialize. It can 

also be a way to pray. Marge will share her experienc-
es and resources, and, as always, promises a good 

balance of humor and spiritual guidance. 
This will be a very special morning to come and meet 

women of faith from 19 churches.  In-kind offering: 
school kits.  Cost is $10—Please complete a registra-

tion form and drop with payment (payable to St. 
John’s WELCA) in the office drop slot by Sept. 18th. 

Carpooling will be available—please indicate on  
sign-up sheet.  

Please contact Mary Iverson at 274-5792 with any  
questions.     See you at the gathering! 

. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S:  Or know someone who is interested , 
we’d love to welcome you - please mark the box on the Welcome Pad or contact the church office. New 
Member Gatherings will be held soon ( Part 1 - Sunday Oct. 4th 11:30-2p, and Part 2 - Tuesday Oct. 6th 5:30
-8p), with New Member Sunday on Oct. 11th.  Please contact the church office with any questions. 
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MANY THANKS 
• To those who planned and served the Septuafest 
• To those who assisted with the Love INC. Breakfast 
• To all those who helped lead, served meals, and/or donated items to our Vacation Bible School ministry; 
 a special thank you to Michelle Wang for serving as our V.B.S. Director 
• To all who have provided special music during worship 
• To all who donated school supplies and participated in the blessing of those supplies, and backpacks, on 
 August 23rd 
• To Vicki Greene for assisting with the Healing Prayers on August 30th 

INVEST IN THE KINGDOM:ROOTED IN FAITH, A STORY TO TELL:  As many families prepare 
for a new school year, preparations are being made for new schedules and to get back on track 
with goals that have gotten lost in the mix over the summer.  As we plan for these goals with re-
newed energy, let us also plan to get back on track with our giving to sustain the ongoing needs 
here at St. John’s.   

The cash balance of the Invest in the Kingdom fund has depleted over the past several months.  As of Au-
gust 13, 2015, the balance of the fund is only $9,311.52.  Although a few additional Sunday giving opportuni-
ties are yet to be added in, the current balance is alarming with the September mortgage payment of $9,587 
quickly approaching.  Please take a moment to evaluate where your current giving is in comparison to your 
goals.  Additional gifts will be needed to get back on track and continue making our monthly mortgage pay-
ments.  Your faithful and generous gifts to this campaign are appreciated and crucial to the success of this 
campaign! 
 Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith, a Story to Tell is a three year capital campaign that kicked off 
on May 1, 2014 and will run through April 30, 2017.  The campaign raises the funds needed to pay the 
monthly mortgage payment of $9,587 on our church building.   

God’s Work. Our Hands – Day of Service – Sunday, September 13th 
 

*What is “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday? It’s an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.  

This year St. John’s will focus our day of serving at Camp Friendship. The Camp has many projects and 
needs that we can work on during our Day of Service September 13.  The following activities have been 

identified.  Please sign-up in the narthex to participate in the activity of your choice. As in other years we will 
have a short service prior to going out to serve. Services will be provided at 8:30 and 10:00. After the service 

volunteers are asked to go to the Camp (Clearwater Lake) and join your service team. More details will be 
provided. This is an opportunity to volunteer and to work with others at St John’s.  You are asked to serve 

approximately 3 hours. If you are painting or cleaning or clearing brush make sure to wear closed toe shoes 
and bring your own gloves. Tying blankets can be done by all. This will be an indoor activity at Camp Friend-

ship. As in other years we will gather baked cookies, package and deliver to those we know who cannot 
bake for themselves. This can be a wonderful family project to deliver cookies. The collecting, packaging, 

and delivery will be done at St John’s. 
 The projects we have set aside for the St. John’s Day of Service at Camp Friendship Include: 

  The project we have set aside for St. John’s Day of Service at St. John’s: 
•    Providing Baked Cookies - make as many as you can - and a team will package and deliver 
•    Package and Deliver cookies - 10 people 

• Cleaning Arts & Crafts - 6 people 
• Painting inside resort cabins X 3 - 15 people 
• Pull buckthorn - 20 people 
• Paint pillars in parking lot - 2 people  

• Clear brush on hillside from the lodge to Goldfinch - 30 people 
• Scrape, prime and paint walls to tunnel - 6-8 people 
• Check decks for rot and pound nails - 2 people 
• Tying blankets - 20 people 

We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and gets to work. Whether it’s volunteering at a shelter for people and 
families who are homeless, gathering food items to fill shelves at a local food pantry or advocating for peace and 
justice in communities, your service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convic-
tions as Lutherans: That all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of 

life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  *Taken from God’s Work, Our Hands ELCA Toolkit. 
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J.O.L.T. (JOY OF LEARNING TOGETHER)  Our Adult Education classes meet in the 
 Library from 9:30am to 10:15am beginning Sunday, September 20th.      ALL ARE WELCOME! 

September 20  – The Use of Imagination in the Study of Scripture - 
       Come and join us as we discover how our imaginations can help us unleash parts of  
       Scripture in new and exciting ways. 
September 27  -  Strong Biblical Women -  
      Come and join us as we look at stories from both the Old and the New Testaments  
      about women (some familiar and others whom you may have never heard of) who  
      are vital to the Biblical story. 

VBS 2015- EVEREST: CONQUERING CHALLENGES WITH GOD’S MIGHTY POWER was held August 2-6. 
What an amazing week! Our participation this year was larger than ever, with 105 students registered! 
Thanks to offerings throughout the week, we’ll be able to send nearly 50 Bibles, written in Thai, to children 
in Thailand as part of our VBS mission work! Such an epic celebration would not be possible without the 
support of many, many volunteers. Thank you to the following:  
* Kitchen Staff, led by Trish Townsend, for providing freewill offering meals, Monday-Thursday  
* Station Leaders: Denny Abernathy, Hunter Hicks, Jenny Klein, Jenny Aleckson, and Nichole Abernathy  
* Our 16 crew leaders, including 6 preschool crew leaders, under the direction of Sarah Wiles  
* Our VBS photography team of Jim & Amy Miller  
* Registration Assistance: Megan Czycalla and Kristin Fahey  
* Decorating Team: Anna Hart, Maggie Nilson, Laura & Jason Eastling, Ryan Wang, Jenny Aleckson,  
      Celeste Froehlich, and Sabrina Gartner  
* Lisa Dietrich-Blocker for her office support  
* Lynnae Fitzgerald and our partner congregations from Redeemer Lutheran in Fridley & Coon Rapids  
* All those who provided donations of food and/or supplies, especially…  
    - Rob’s Upholstery, Maple Lake  
    - Kris’s Screen Prints, Kris Nelson  
    - Miller’s Jewelry, Jim & Amy Miller  
    - Precision Welding, Jason Eastling  
    - Sherry Olean, St. John’s member, who applied for Thrivent Dollars to be used for VBS  
Be watching our VBS Facebook page for information about VBS 2016 (to be posted in January!) 

MATAMBA UPDATE  Our travelers Terri Jensen and Mona Volden are in the middle of their trip to Matamba. 
Please continue to hold them in prayer. You are invited to join us for worship on September 27th as we cele-
brate the partnership between the St John’s and Matamba Tanzania congregations.  On this Matamba Sun-
day, we will hear about this trip and the many projects happening in and around our partner congregation in 
Tanzania. 

THE 10TH ANNUAL GARDEN SALAD & HOTDISH LUNCHEON:  is 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 16th from 11am-1pm. Tickets will 
be sold at the door—Adults $8.00 and children under ten $3.00.  Take-out 
is available. The fundraiser proceeds benefit WELCA charities. Your help 
is needed to make it a fun, successful event! Sign-up sheets are posted 
for food donations, servers, cleanup, ticket sales and table decorations.  
Cash donations are appreciated to defray expenses.  Mark your calen-
dars now for delicious eating and great fellowship. Gather up family, 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers. See you there!  
   Coordinators are Pat Baack and Ruth Mohwinkel.  

MEALS ON WHEELS: St. John’s 
members will again be delivering 
meals for the month of Septem-
ber. The sign up sheet is on the 
Welcome Center desk for your 
reference. Thank 
you for making 
these important 
deliveries! 

COLORING CLUB AT THE ANNANDALE CARE 

CENTER  All are welcome to join us to col-
or, relax, and visit with residents of the An-

nandale Care Center at the Coloring Club that 
meets on Wednesday, September 9 & 23 from 
3:45 to 4:30 in the Care Center day room; supplies 
are provided.   

ATTENTION ALL SINGERS:  Choir rehearsals 
will begin on Wednesday, September 16th at 
7:15pm in the Library.   If you are interested in 
singing in the choir, we would love to have you 
join us!  Our first Sunday to sing will be Sep-
tember 27th at the 8:15 service.  Join us! 
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ST. JOHN’S ENDOWMENT 
“Dear Endowment Committee, We are extremely grateful for your kindness and generosity.  Your gift of money ena-
bled us to put together a wonderful Septuafest celebration honoring the women of our congregation.  It was a fun 
morning with delicious food, great company, wonderful conversation and laughter and an inspirational message.   
We served 84 people and had 4 women over the age of 90 in attendance!   We couldn’t have done this without you!     
Thanks again and God bless, Septuafest Committee” 
 
“St. John’s Endowment Fund, The Women of the ELCA would like to extend our sincere thanks for the grant of $200 
which we received from the Endowment Fund.  This was used to provide an excellent speaker and entertainment for 
the Septuafest.   Thank you, Gladys Johnson, WELCA Treasurer” 
 
“St. John’s Endowment Fund, Thank you very much for your generous gift of money to help defray some of my sem-
inary debt, and for all your support, prayers, and encouragement.   I am blessed by your support and am grateful to 
have you as sisters and brothers in Christ.  May God continue to bless you as you share grace, mercy, and love with 
the world!     Many thanks, Pastor Kayla (Nelson) Monson 
 
We are truly grateful for each and every gift that we receive towards our Endowment – be they memorial gifts, 
or simply special gifts.   Thanks to those gifts, we are able to support important ministries within our congrega-
tion, community, and beyond.  Please know that each and every donor will be included in our Remembrance 
Book.  Please remember that any gift given to the Endowment, large or small, is a gift that will keep on giving!   
We especially hope that you will consider the St. John’s Endowment in your Estate Planning.   Simply include 
the following in your will or estate plan:       “I/We bequeath ___% of my/our estate to the St. John’s Lutheran 
Church Endowment Fund held by the InFaith Community Foundation, located at 331 West Harrison Street,  
Annandale, Minnesota.” 

RALLY SUNDAY – September 20th  (Fall Worship Schedule Begins – 8:15am and 10:30am)  Presentation of 
Bibles to our 3 year olds and 7th Graders; Installation of Sunday school and D-Way teachers/guides, and more! 
D-Way 
September 16th -  Guide Orientation at 6:30pm; Parents’ Meeting for all parents of 3rd-9th Grade Youth at 
7:30pm    It is expected that at least one parent of each Youth participating in our D-Way program will 
attend this important meeting.  **Nursery care available 6:30-8p-please rsvp by Monday, Sept. 14th** 
September 23rd  – D-Way classes begin. 
September 30th-   D-Way classes 
Acolyte Training 
Acolyte Training will be held Wednesday, September 30th at 4pm.  Acolyte Training is for all sixth graders (and 
any 7th graders who have not been trained).    
10th Graders 
Our 10th Graders will be meeting from 7:30 – 8:30pm on three consecutive Wednesdays beginning September 
23rd as they prepare for the Rite of Confirmation at the end of October.   A reminder that by October 4th, all 
Tenth Graders should have completed their meetings with their mentors, and turned in their faith statements, 
their information sheets (including their Confirmation Bible Verse), their gown measurements, fee, etc. 
Sunday School 
September 20th – Rally Sunday/ Sunday school registration 
September 27th  -  Sunday school classes begin 
Faith Milestones 
September 20th - Presentation of Bibles to our 3 year olds and 7th Graders 
September 27th – Introduction to the Bible class for 3rd graders and their parents at 9:30am, and presentation 
 of Bibles to our 3rd Graders at the 10:30am Service 
October 4th – First Communion Meeting for Parents.  A brief meeting will be held immediately following each 
 worship service for all parents of children/youth who wish to begin communing.  Here at St. John’s the 
 decision for when a child/youth begins receiving Holy Communion rests with the parents; but we   
            encourage that ALL children begin communing no later than 3rd grade.  At this meeting parents will 
 receive a book to read through and discuss with their child(ren)/youth in preparation for the First 
 Communion Class on Saturday, October 31st.  If you have any questions, please contact our CYF  
 Director - Jenny or Pastor Dave. 

55 PLUS:  Our Next 55 Plus Event will be held on Tuesday, September 22nd at 11:30am at Café Jules.  Lunch 
is on your own.   Come enjoy some good food and good fellowship!   All are welcome! 
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Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the 
 office know your return date—we can either 
email or mail you the monthly newsletter.   

GOT E-MAIL?? Currently  the Good News!  gets sent to 
223 different e-mail addresses yet we still mail out to 250.  
If you would like to receive the newsletter as an e-mail just 
let the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? For every 
piece of returned mail or updated address we are 
charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, for 
those who will be moving and are leaving the area perma-
nently,  please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you 
--- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate 
this prayer ministry please contact the church office.   
Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.   But 
please understand that if you are calling on behalf of 
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, 
and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that 
individual’s permission before we can activate the 
prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group 
– please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS  Please call the church office and 
let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if 
you are going to be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency 
feel free to call Pastor Dave or Pastor Tom at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• First Communion PARENT meeting – 
      October 4th (following each worship service) 
• Tenth Grade Confirmation DUE Date (e.g. Faith State-

ments, Confirmation Verse, etc.) – October 4th 
• Confirmation Pictures, Rehearsal and Banquet–October 21st 
• D-Way Food Collection – October 21st 
• Reformation Sunday – October 25th  
• Confirmation Service – 1pm on October 25th 
• Chamber Halloween (watch for St. John’s booth downtown) 

– October 30th 
• First Communion Class for Parents and youth – October 

31st 
• October 31st – REMEMBER TO “FALL BACK” ONE HOUR 

BEFORE YOU GO TO SLEEP AS WE GO OFF 
“DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME” 

• November 1st – All Saints’ Sunday 

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:   ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no trash or used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor 
garbage area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE 
points throughout the year—there is a collection bucket  
located outside of the office. 

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund July 2015 $27,755.33 $31,543.06 $11,200.72  

      

 
2015 Monthly 

Average $32,053.69 $34,972.34   

Building 

Fund 
  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $7,080.21 $9,587.00 $3,380.52  

Precious Gifts 

Preschool  
 PG Expense PG Balance 

 

  $1,160.00 $946.96 ($634.52)  

Notes: 1. July General Fund had $3,787.73 less income than expense. 

 

2. Building Fund receipts were below mortgage by $2,500. 
3. PG has a negative balance of ($634.52).Since 6/30/14, a positive balance of $2,743.76 
4.   PG did receive $1,000 from Taco Booth Funds in July.  

                           THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS!  

VIA DE CRISTO  Adults interested in a weekend 
experience that is sure to bring a new added depth to 
your faith are encouraged to consider attend one of 
the upcoming Via de Cristo weekends. For upcoming 
weekend dates and places, and additional information 
concerning Via de Cristo weekends, please check out 
the website at www.mnviadecristo.org or talk with  
Ardis Nelson or Pastor Dave. 

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT  

ANNANDALE CARE CENTER  Our monthly service of 
Holy Communion will be Friday, September 4th at 
1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for all St. 
John’s members who are residents at the Care Center 
and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both 
residents and family and friends).  Pastor Dave to lead 
Sunday Care Center Service - Sept. 20th at 1:30pm. 

TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in attending a Teens 
Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC Team, 
are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: 
www.mmltec.org or talk to Pastor Dave or Jenny. 
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Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share 

with the board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each meeting to Bonnie as soon as possible after the meeting.  

Topic Discussion Action 

Approval of 

Agenda 
Motion: Approve August Council Agenda as it reads. MSP:Exec

Kris N. 

Secty’s Report Motion: Approval of July Council Minutes MSP:Exec/ 
Matt 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

Motion: Approval of Treasurer Mark Nelson’s Report-discussion to use Capital Reserve Balance for the 

cost of the retro-fit light fixtures in sanctuary 

MSP:Exec/ 
Bill 

Executive  

Committee 

Actions: 

Approved a Property Team expense of $400 to $450 for the cost of a LED entry light to be installed over the 
front entry. Ryan Wang will be doing the work, and donating his tine for the installation. It was decided that this 
expense will be taken out of the Capital Reserve Designated Fund. 
Approved a Property Team expense of $500 to clean all the carpets in the Education Building. 
Discussed including an "In Kind Donations" to the Precious Gifts annual report that would show the financial 
support that the congregation provides the preschool: e.g. utilities, insurance, staff support, carpet cleaning, etc. 
Denny and Nancy conducted a "how's it going" meeting with our CYF Director, Jenny, on the anniversary of 
her first year here at St. John's. Things are going well, excited to experiment some new ideas for the next year. 

  

Unfinished 

Business: 

Computer System repairs and upgrades have been done. The server problems were resolved with the purchase 
on new RAM. The Church Windows upgrade has been done. We will eventually need to replace server @ ap-
prox. $600.00. A new computer was purchased for Jenny and Jenny's old laptop was cleaned up for Pastor Tom. 
The two laptop computers will probably need to be replaced in 2016. 
Auditor Needed – 3 year term- nothing new reported. 
Treasurer needed for next year- one person has been approached- waiting to hear back. 
Discussion: Josh Nelson made four trips from the Cities and put in numerous hours to upgrade our server. Mo-
tion was made to gift Josh Nelson $1000.00 for his IT services. This motion was then amended to be 1500.00. 
Motion passed. Pastor Dave abstained on both votes. 
The Property Team approved the contract with J&P Lighting to retrofit the sanctuary lights. Motion was made 
to finance that expense at 0% interest over 11 months. The Council also requested that we seek a bid from J&P 
Lighting to retrofit the outside lights at the same time. 
Update on Comp time for CYF Director after youth trips- Pastor Dave is collecting information from other 
churches that have dealt with same situations-he will report back to council. 

  
  
  
 
 

MSP: Pen-
ny/ 

Dave  H. 
M(as 

amended) 
SP: Kris 

T./Dave H 
MSP: Kris 
N./Jason 

K. 

New Busi-

ness 

Discussion of reports from ministries-discussed ways to improve communication between the different minis-
tries. We will remind each of our  Ministry Teams to make sure to send a copy of their minutes to Bonnie. 
Bonnie will then send out those minutes to the members of the Council and to the chairs of each of the Minis-
try Teams. Pastor Dave will request Jenny to provide a written monthly report-and to attend Council at least 
quarterly to keep the Council informed regarding our CYF ministries. 
Discussion of New Offering Procedures- Council members are now asked to sign up for specific Sundays, ra-
ther than a given month. 
Motion: Approval of Memorial Committee recommendations-1st- Purchase 3 high top tables not to exceed 
$1200.00. 2nd- to conduct a "matching funds" appear for an AED for the education building with the Memorial 
Funds paying half of the expense. Memorial Team will conduct this appeal during the month of September. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

MSP: 
Lisa/Kris 

Nelson  

Ministry 
Updates 

Outreach is overseeing God's Work Our Hands on September 13th. They are requesting that members of the 
Council sign-up to coordinate the various work stations. 

N
/
A 

Council Re-
minders: 

August Offering: Early-                   Late-                Share/Treat: Lisa 
September Offering: Early-             Late-                Share/Treat: Kris Nelson 

  
  

Pastor 

Dave’s Re-

port: 

D-Way will be focusing on biblical stories using the Narrative Lectionary. We will also be using the Narrative 
Lectionary for our worship services-so there will be continuity between both. Encouraged members of the 
Council to register for the Stewardship live stream event to be held on August 27th-Building a Stewardship 
House: Tools for a Strong Foundation of Generosity. Council members need to let Denny know if they will 
not be present for a given council meeting for it to be considered an "excused" absence. 

N
/
A 

Adjourn-

ment 

Motion to extend meeting 15 minutes. 
Motion to adjourn. 
 

MSP: 
Jason/Matt 

T. 
MSP: Kris 
Nelson/

Bill 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting       Date:  8/17/15        Start: 7:00 p.m.        End: 9:00 p.m. 

 COUNCIL: Pastor Dave Nelson, Penny Hogberg, Jason Koets, Matt Treichler, Kris Townsend, Kris Nelson, Lisa  

 Borders,  Denny Abernathy, Bill Berry, Dave Hadler    Absent: Nancy Berg, Madeleine Duret, Matt Honsey,  







  
SEPTEMBER 

Greeters/ 
Welcome 

 Center 

  
Readers 

  

Acolytes 

  
Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

  
Audio/Video 

Techs 

September 
6 

8:30 

Dan & Ruth 
Mohwinkel 

  Jake Mader 

Riley Niedzielski 
Cathy & Doug 

Beckman 

A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

September 
6 

10:00 

Dan & Nikki 
Seaberg Family 

Mary Iverson Justin Lampi 
Caleb Bianchi 

Terry & Beth Ali-
son Berggren 

Family 

A:  Cole Koets 

V:  Michelle Wang 

September 
13 

8:30 

Myron & Lau-
rie Morris 

Loretta Peter-
son 

Joslyn Marquette 

Arthur Kjaer 

Dave & Toni 
Boie 

A:  Lisa DBlocker 
V:  Denise Schultz 

September 
13 

10:00 

Kris & Trish 
Townsend 

Family 

Peggy Bodell Brianna O’Brien 

Madelyn Wagener 

Cal & Denise 
Froehlich Family 

A:  Diane Nelson 

V:  Ethan Nilson 

September 
20 

**8:15 

Steve & Sandy 
Niklaus 

  Abigail Molldrem Duane & Linda 
Dietz 

A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Jim Peterson 

September 
20 

**10:30 

Trish Taylor 

Connie Etshokin 

DJ Welteroth Garrett Lindquist Denny Gartner 
Family 

A:  Shelly Mikel 
V:  Luke Mikel 
  

September 
27 

8:15 

Larry & Loretta 

Peterson 

Bev Sorensen Olivia Honsey 

Caleb Bianchi 
Arnie & Ruth 

Gruys 

A: Joe Bayer 
V: Steve Niklaus 

September 
27 

10:30 

  Mary Iverson McKenzie Adams 

Maxwell Wiles 

Laura Hood-
Beckman & Keith 
Beckman Family 

A: Caleb Treichler 
V: Julie Hahn 

 

Ushers 

8:30/**8:15 Service 

Joe & Judy Bayer 
Stan & Shirley Hillestad 

 

10:00/**10:30 Service 

Harvey & Joyce Dahl 
Dan & Ruth Mohwinkel 

 

Altar Guild 

Joyce Dahl 
Sue Hadler 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle: 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Lydia/Naomi Circle: Wednesday, September 9th 
at 9:30 am – Meet at            
Barb Tasa’s in Buffalo 

Hostess:   Shirley Diskerud 

Bible Study Leader:  Jo Heyd 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday,  September  2nd 

                                                       at 1:30pm 

Bible Study Leader:   Frieda Gunderson 

Hostess: 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, September 14th at 2pm 

 Hostess:  Joyce Wadman 

 **NOTE:  
Service Times 

Change 



 
Sunday                          Monday                                     Tuesday                                              Wednesday                                                  Thursday                                   Friday                          Sat 

 

September 2015 

    1 
8:00am Men's Bible 

Study 
10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

2 
9:30am Staff Meeting 
1:30pm Mary Circle 

7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

3 9:15am Annandale 
Improvement Club-

off premises 
6:00pm Girls 

Scouts-Ed. Bldg. 
6:30pm Precious 

Gifts Preschool 
Orientation/Open 

House 

4 
1:30pm 

Communion 
Service at 
Annandale 
Care Cen-

ter 

5 

  

6   8:30am Traditional 
Worship with 
Communion 

10:00am Contem-
porary Worship 

with Communion 
3:00pm Cub 

Scouts- Ed. Bldg. 

7 
   LABOR 

     DAY 

   Church 

    Office 

   Closed 

  

  

8  8:00am Men's Bible 
                Study 
10:00am Women's Bible 

Study 
12:30p Conference Pas-

tors 
6:30pm Ministry of  Sup-

port & Stewardship 
6:30pm Min. of Worship  

& Music 
7:30pm Executive 

Committee Mtg. 

9   8:30am Precious Gifts 
Preschool Begins 

9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

9:30am Lydia/Naomi 
Circle at Barb Tasa’s 
3:45pm Coloring Club-

ACC 
7:30pm AA Meeting-

Ed. Bldg. 

10 
9:30am Annandale 

Christian Wom-
en's Club 

  

11 
8:30am Pre-

cious 
Gifts Pre-

school 

12 

  

13      God's Work 
Our Hands 

Service Event 
8:30am Traditional 

Worship w/
Communion 

10:00am Contem-
porary Worship w/

Communion 
 6:00p Youth Group 

14 
8:30am Precious 

Gifts Preschool 
9:30am Hands for 

Hope 
2:00pm Ruth Cir-

cle 
6:00pm Boy 

Scouts 
8:00pm Boy 

Scouts-Venture 

15 
8:00am Men's Bible 

Study 
10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 
12:00pm Salad/

Hotdish Luncheon 
Setup 

7:00 pm  CYF Mtg. 

16      8:30am Precious 
Gifts Preschool 

10:00am Salad/Hotdish 
Luncheon 11am-1pm 

1:00pm Staff Mtg. 
6:30pm D-Way Guide Mtg. 

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal-Libr. 
7:30pm D-Way Parent Meet-

ing 
7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

  

17  9:00am 
        Ministerial 

10:00am                   
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 3:00pm Grief 
       Group- 
  Linda Hall 
6:00pm Girl 

Scouts-
Ed.Bldg. 

18 
8:30am Pre-

cious 
Gifts Pre-

school 

19 

  

20  RALLY SUNDAY 
Installation of Sunday 

School Teachers/D-Way 
Guides; Presentation of 
3yr old and 7th Grade 
Bibles at both services 

8:15am Traditional 
Worship 

9:30am JOLT! 
10:30am Contem-

porary Worship 
1:30pm Care Center 

Worship Service 

21 
8:30am Precious 

Gifts Preschool 
6:00pm Ministry 

of Outreach 
7:00pm Church 

Council 
8:00pm Boy 

Scouts-Venture 
- Library 

22 
8:00am Men's Bible 

Study 
10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 
11:30am  55 Plus 
Luncheon at Café 

Jules 
5:00pm Property 
Team Meeting 

23     8:30am Precious 
Gifts Preschool 

1:00pm Staff Meeting 
3:15pm 3rd-4th D-Way 

3:45pm Coloring Club at ACC 
5:00pm 5th-6th D- Way 
5:40pm 7th-9th D- Way 
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 
7:30pm 10th Grade 
Confirmation Class 

24 
1:00pm Writing 
Memories Group 

25 
8:30am Pre-

cious 
Gifts Pre-

school 

26 

  

27  Presentation of 3rd 
Grade Bibles-10:30 Svc 
8:15am Traditional Wor-

ship w/Communion 
9:30am JOLT! 

9:30am Intro to the 
Bible Class for 3rd 
Graders and their 

Parents 
10:30am Contemporary 
Worship w/Communion 
6:00pm  Youth Group 

28 
8:30am Precious 
Gifts Preschool 

9:30am Hands for 
Hope 

29 
8:00am Men's Bible 

Study 
10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

  

30  8:30am Precious Gifts 
Preschool 

1:00pm Staff Mtg. 
3:15pm 3rd-4th D-Way 

4:00pm Acolyte 
 Training-6th Graders 

5:00pm 5th-6th D- Way 
5:40pm 7th-9th D- Way 
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm 10th Grade Confir-
mation Class 

7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

      

Coming up...First Communion PARENT meeting – October 4th (following each worship service); Tenth Grade Confirmaon DUE 
Date (e.g. Faith Statements, Confirmation Verse, etc.) – October 4th; Confirmation Pictures, Rehearsal and Banquet–October 
21st; D-Way Food Collection – October 21st; Reformation Sunday – October 25th; Confirmation Service – 1pm on October 
25th; Chamber Halloween (watch for St. John’s booth downtown) – October 30th; First Communion Class for Parents and youth 
– October 31st; October 31st – REMEMBER TO “FALL BACK” ONE HOUR BEFORE YOU GO TO SLEEP AS WE GO OFF 
“DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME”; November 1st – All Saints’ Sunday 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: stjohns@stjohns-annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday,  
8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 
Sunday Worship Times:  
8:30 am Traditional 
10:00 am  Contemporary 
 
 
 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jill Wrobbel 
jwrobbel@annandale.k12.mn.us 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
 

 

ELCA Missionary 
Terri Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor                          
            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Becky Unger & Penny Koets, Contemporary  
Worship Co-leaders        pohibku@yahoo.com/
           pkoets@annandale.k12.mn.us      
Ron Wright, Custodian   
       rwright@lakedalelink.net                                                            
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/
Teacher                   robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Lara Kjaer, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Kurt & Jackie Bruhn,                                                                                                                                                            

              kjbruhn@msn.com                              

eff. September 20, 2015: 
Sunday Worship:   
8:15 am Traditional  

10:30 am Contemporary 
 

Christian Education/JOLT: 
9:30 am Sunday 


